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Conservation and Rehabiliation of Wetland Ecosystems:
Challenges and Solutions
Case study: The Kauftar Wetland, The Province of Fars

Hamid Mesbah'", Maryam Zare?, Hamid Hassas®

1- Fars Agricultural & Natural Resources Research & Education Center
(mesbah631@yahoo.com)*
2- Ph.D., Watershed Management
3- M.Sc., Watershed Management

Abstract

The Kauftar wetland, in the deepest part of the Shadkam Watershed, plays a vital role in the
dynamics of the ecosystem and the sustainability of life in the Namdan Plain. The main source
of water supply for the Shadkam River is the springs and runoff. As most of the permanent
water sources of the wetland (rivers and springs) have dried up, the wetland has lost an
important part of its water supply sources and dried up. The drying of the wetland causes
economic, social, cultural and environmental losses to this ecosystem and the residents around
it. The study area is located north of Shiraz and 20 km southeast of Eqlid, between longitude
630461 to 685235 and latitude 3369151 to 3415933, zone 39. The purpose of this study is to
find the natural and man-made reasons for the drying up of the wetland and provide solutions
for its conservation and rehabilitation. collection and evaluation of the available information,
field evaluation and soliciting opinions from experts and residents were used in this study.The
results were analyzed descriptively. Based on the results, the causes of wetland drying can be
classified into three groups: weather factors, over-exploitation of underground water without
considering the capacity of water resources, and disturbances in the discharge of runoff into the
wetland. Based on the factors affecting the drying of the wetland, removal of the obstacles to
draining the runoff (such as improving embankments, drains, waterways, highway and country
roads hydraulic structures, etc.), managing the rational use of resources, especially
groundwater, based on the land use planning and the implementation of the Shadkam River
Management Plan, are the most important ways of conservation and rehabilitation are from it.
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